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JULLER GOES FORWARD.
— 1

ALL IN READINESS FOR THE
BRITISH ADVANCE.

BOER PREPARATIONS FOR A STRONG |
STAND AT SPYTFONTEIN-CAPE
COLONY DISAFFECTION,

{n¥ CADLE TO THR TRINUNE. ]
pondon. e [} m.—Great preparations

gre heing made by the Boers to defend Spytfon- |
faln, the whole of the Mateking commando hav-

ipg Joined the Kimberiey forces. “The Times's” |
porTespont

concentrating for &
ks confirmation.

e R n.

tent mentlons a rumor of the Boers
final assault on Kimberley,

put this lac

All the pr
Modder River are being sent south,
them are several Germans who seem very con-

jmopers captured by the British at
Among |

{emptuous af the want of piluck shown by tha

purghers.
A searchlight message from Kimberley re-

ports thet there are provisions in the town for

forty daye and forage for thirty days,

Genara! Buller has arrived at Frere Camp from

petermaritzburg. snd news of a forward move-

ment of the British forcea In Natal is anxiously

awalted.

The state of affairs in Northern Cape Colony
{s dally becoming more serious. The Griqua-
tewn District s reported by “The Standard”

correspondent to be in open rebelllon. The Free
gtaters have been cordially recefved by the iIn-

pabitants and the territory annexed.

A War Office bulletin issued at midnight states
that a messags has heon recelved from Phe Red
Cross at Pretorla glving the numbers of British
prisoners thera The figures show thirty-six
dficers and only sixteen men: sn, presumably,
e bulk of the rank and file have been removed |
fom the Transvaal capltal. L. N. I
e

GREAT BATTLES INMPENDING.

SERVOTSNESS IN LONDON OVER THE

SITTATION IN SOUTH AFRICA.
[PT CADLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Iec. 8, 1 a. m.—Two great battles are
fmpending before Ladysmith and Kimberley,
and the Hotspurs are impatient to have them
mme. Cme leading English journal, impressed
with the eonviction that the situation of White's
amy I8 critical, deprecates delay and wellnigh
ralses & cry of "On to Ladysmith!"" It has also
published evidence of large reinforcements
which General Cronje has received from Natal
and Mafeking to enahble him to make a strong
stand at Spyifontein. The War Office, having
allowed General Buller a free hand, is content
to Ysave the campa'gn in his hands and devote
{ts energles to the rapid dispatch of the Fifth
and Bixth divisions and to arranging the detalls
for the mobilization of the Seventh,

FAVORABLE TO THE BRITISH.

Mlitary men outside of that office Ao not
share the uneasy feeling of ““The Times” that
the garrisons are in a critical conditlon and
that the difficulties of the situation either on
the Tugels or hevond the Modder are Increased
¥y the fnactlon of the British forces. They as-
#rt that both Generals Methuen and Clery, he-
i In searchlight eommunication with the be.
hmguered garrisons, know what s going on and
pecisely how urgent is the need of rellef. They
o maintein that the Dutch forces have less |
b pin by delay than the British, since concen-
tratlon of forces is going on in hoth camps and
ks reserves of artillery and cavalry are a more
Inportant advantage for the two rellef columns
tan the strengthening of the defences of Co-
s and Spytfontein I8 for the enemy. The
fteation, when viewed comprehensively at mid- |
tght, was distinctly favorable to the British
#, and there was no apparent reason for
hmying, much less rushing, the campalgn, Gen-
m! Methuyen, on resuming command on
Wednesday, had an additlonal brigade of in-
fistry, mnother regiment of lancers and an in-
mised force of artillery, as well as cavalry.
Eewas in much better position for using the
Wenet and hammering the enemy’s works
‘.& an artillery fire and manceuvring with cav-
. There were ample compensations for the
#ay In mending the Lridge, and If General |
Cmaje had heen reinforced the Dutch allies
¥ weaker in Natal and Mafeking was
At in conssquence of the concentration of
Belr commands around Kimberley,

The detalls of two sorties hy Kekewich's gar-
faon furnished by the War Office, Reuter and
@fﬁll earrespondents proved how well it was |
Wa 1o protect 1self. Taking advantage of the
Mkening of the besieging forces hy the with- |

als for the defenee of Modder River, Keke- |
Vieh's men attacked, first the enemy's centre
B4 then. right afterward, his right flank. capt-
”‘l‘ & leager and four redoubts, and destroyved
Llarge quantity of military stores anid food-
MU 1t was a timely and brilliant stroke for
Yhieh the garrison deserved Kekewich's thanks
8 8 genery) ord

eT.

GENERAL CRONJE'RS PERIL

hil:"k?!‘ has heen vigorous entrenching at Spyt-
hl:‘ En, but General Cronge will be in danger of
“:l:-l his retreat castward to Jacobsdal cut off

Lord Methuen advances to attack.

Methuen'y ¢ |
's force In now. © ¥ iy |
18000, = now estimated fully

the

to be

\‘T:’;‘xru..,, fenture of the situation in Natal
marked the
racties $5ihe- T3
Bmith, While gy,
I'..I"I‘,-rnum,[ and's il.l
;I.Tr‘:w:’.‘_‘;_" !:"'Ulhr up, and, according to “The
hr---n-_: Gispatches, three four Lig
WINECTS, Iwo batteries of long range field guns
Ed Other heavy pranance were working stead- |
m'n:}“’. fatlons, moreaver, had been reduced
Mnd in the General Buller not |

rovement in artiitery

Lady-

r batteries around
wval gun had knocked out a
whtzer, two more slege guns

Creusols,

m:r knq“c ’ Earrison,
ik 8 thews fnets, but has provided so
‘K A rellef eolumn that the slege will be |
::;:Ical.‘y raleed s soon as Clery 18 ready to
e the first bLlow The British forces in
g,nler '\‘"'“’] are now estimated at 27,000, and
eral Clery ! have not less than 20,000
::? for operations on either flank of Colenso.
‘lh:: mAy be walting for the first six of
tn powerful howitzers which were sent
Wt from England, A single section of this bat-
e Arrived at Cape Town three days ago, and |
Iyddite sheils would be a source of strength
the rellef column.
Cautious veterans who discussed the situa-
88t night refused to bhelleve that Lady-
th could be reduced to extremities when so
& British army was encamped twenty-
tum, miles away, There was an uneonfirmed
9 during the evening that the Ladysmith
tay i had made a succesatul sortle on Mon-
© Another bulletin was that the garrison
fafe on Wednesday, and, unfortunately,

wil

THE NEW YORK HERALD'S
CHRISTMAS EDITION,

Bunday, December 10, 32 Full Bize High
Red e Tucomparable Hoidey Bdicion—adyt

| troaps at Port Ellzabeth,

| later

| eeived

:‘l:“ﬂr:ne:::w: lr;llrsrt.- trustworthy report that
+ the correspondent of “The Echo,"”
:‘::“i::ﬂll:n;ant;rod by the Boers outside the

4 e s a brainy journalist and an
excellent artist who did good work in the San-
tlagn campalgn, and left London at twenty-four
hours' notlce to represent three journals.

THE CAPE COLONY INVADERS,

The advance of the Free State raldors on
Dordrecht and other towns of Cape Colony s
not regarded as a serfous affair by experts iIn
touch with the War Office. General Gatacre f9
belleved to be under orders to draw them on
and hold them back from reinforeing the Dutch
armles in Natal and on the western border. e
must have over six thousand men on the East
London line, and General French eannot have
less than twenty-five hundred avallable for oper-
ating against Colesberg, with thirteen hundred
But each General is
playing with the enemy, probably under Buller's
instructions,

President Steyn's address to the Basutos
causes grim amusement in London, and Premler
Bchreiner's reply to the President's shifty ex-
planation of the Invasion of Cape Colony Is re-
gard=d with satlsfaction as proof that the once
friendly relations between these Dutch leaders
are now gt an end,

A solemn service was held yesterday In the
Guards' Chapel, Wellington Barracks, where Mr,
Gladstone was a frequent attendant during his
years, It was held In memory of the
Guards killed In Methuen's three battles, and
was attended by a large number of relatives and
friends, including many people of distinction and
farhion. The uniforms of the Guardsmen con-
trasted with the sombre hue of the Iladies’
eostumes, and the solemn dirges and mournful
chants were most impressive, London in war-
time has hvmns in minor keys as well as joyous
peans of music halls, 1. N. P

- ——
GENERAL BULLER GOES TO THE FRONT,

Pietermaritzburg, Dee. 5. —General Buller and
his staff have started for the front

Londen, Dee. R-—Ganeral Buller's arrival at
Frere Is held to indicate that all the preparations
for an advance to the rellef of Ladysmith are
complete and that stirring news will gton be re-
ceived. The fact that Lord Methuen is an-
nounced as resuming his command at almost the
same moment lg interpreted In some quarters to
mearn that hattles will be fought simultaneocusin
in Natal and at Spytfontein. It appeara doubt-
ful, however, whether General Methuen's force
i vet ready for what will evidently be . heavy
encounter, i

The construction of the temporary bridge
across the Modder River has entalled enormous
lahaor, and even now the structure is Hahie to he
washed away should a heavy storm come.  Gen.-
eral Methuen has heen obliged to move his eamp
& mile north in consequence of the unsanitary
state of the stream, due to the presence of the
bodies of desd Poers. As the rallway bridge
was completely destroyed, he was compelled to
leave & considerable force to protect his com-
munications.

A special eorrespondent sends the interesting
information regarding Boer tactics that Com-
mandant General Joubert has glven general or-
ders to reserve fire until tha British are within
the close range of four hundred yards. At the
Modder River battle the Free State burghers be-
came nervous, opened fire prematurely, thus re-
vealing thelr position, and frustratod the Boer
plans,

e
BOFR LOSR AT MODDER RIVER.
FIVE HUNDRED AND THIRTY KILLED OR
WOUNDED ACCOUNTED FOR,

London, Dec. 8.—'"The Daily AMall” publishes
a dispateh from Julian Ralph, at Modder River,
who BAYS:

The Kimberley people are troubled by the

| neceasity of feeding ten thougand Basutos in the

dinmond fields, whom the Roers refuse to allow
to depart and who, should they fall to get
enough meat, would become discontented and
restless,

On the night of the hattle at Modder River
Kimberley, missing the accustomed slgnals from
here, was in great anxiety, fearing thut we had
been defeated. The fact was that we did not
uge our searchlight for fear the Hoer guns wnluh]
wreck the apparatus. Flve hundred and Hnrt__\'
Boers were killed or wounded in the battle
here. That number has already been accounted
for, and the enemy's losses were probaliy much
heavier.

A speclal dispateh from Kimberley, dnted |

Wednesday, November 20, =says

As a result of signals from the relief force to
the south and of certain movements on the part
of the Boers, Colonel Kekewich determined to
make a sortle with a view of keeping o large
force of Boers employed here.

Yesterday
with artillery under Major Chamier and mount-
ed troops under Major Seott-Turner, advanced
southwest toward the Boer positions and cap-
tured Carter's Farm, which completed the line
it was Intended to haold in view of lLord Me-
thuen's early approach.

Major Scott-Turner then turned his attention
to the Boer laager, which he captured in fine
style In spite of the enemy's heavy fire, All the
camp equipment Was captured or destroved.
Finally the Britlsh stormed the rldge and cap-
tured three redoubts after severe fighting.

In leading the men who were storming the
fourth redoubt Major Secott-Turner and Lieu-
tenant Wright were killed, It Is alleged that
they were struck hy exploaive hullets. The death
of Major Scott-Farner compelled the British to
retire upon Carter's Farm, the whole affalr hav-
ing lasted four hours.

Kimberley, Der. 4 (via Modder River).—Every-
thing has been quiet here during the last three
days. The theatre and the convent have heen

fitted up as hospitals. A number of our cit-

tle have been eaptured by the enemy.
Modder River, Dee. 4.—A gearchlight mes-
sawe from Colonel Kekewich, at Kimberlay,

says the town Is prm‘i-.-inns-d for forty days,
with forage for thirty dayvs, and has a plentiful
wiater supply.
ALL. WELIL AT
Frere Camp, Natal, Dee.
Ladysmith, to-day, reports all well there. The

wombardment, the adds, continues,
byt Is ineffective, the Bher shells only hitting

—p——
LADYSMITIL
G.—A runner from

MeREeENECr

the houses,
e

METHUEN RESUMES COMMAND.
DEFEAT OF BOERS REPORTED BY RUNNERS
FROM LADYSMITH-ON THE WEST-
ERN BORDER
London, Dec, 7.—~The War Office here has re-
the following message from Gene ral

Foreatier-Walker:

Cape Town, Dec },—CGeneral Methuen wires
to-day that he has resumed command and !8
pightly In communication with Kimberley., The
health of the troops is excellent.

A story was current at Durhan Tuesdny, De-
cember B, to the effect that the Boers made
what s thought to have heen their final effort

to capture Ladysmith December 4, and were do-

| feated and retreated. As the 8tory was brought

by runners It ghould be recelved with caution,
as the untrustworthinees of these "Katfirgrams"
{8 notorious. According to this report the Bocrs
opened & furinus bombardment Iin the morning
of December 4, continued It for hours, when the
Pritish Anally gllenced the Boer guns, made a
gortle and hard fghting followed, the Boera re-
treating after very heavy losses, estimated in

hundreds.
The dispatches from
Continned on third page.

Frere Camp partially

e
H ILLMAN SLEEFER TO CLEVE-
THROUGH FPUL TAND

i )
Via FPennsylvania Rallroad leaves 1;\1 : York dally

West Zird m_-w'r m., Cor

fts, §:00 p. W

afternoon a portion of thegarrison,

AGUINALDO TURNS SOUTH.

THE FUGITIVE REBEL MAKING FOR HIS
OLD HOME,

SEEKING BAFETY IN CAVITE PROVINCE—
AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN

NORTH LUZON.

Manlla, Dee. 7.—The expectation of eatehing
Aguinaldo In the north has been practically
abandoned, and the probability now Is that he
will turn southward, If he Is not already there,
with his destination Cavité Province, his home,
where the Insurrestion began, and where {t still
has its greatest strength. The Filipino soldlers
In that provines have recently been showling
Increased enthusiasm and bdldness, and capt-
ured Insurgents say that Aguinaldo ls coming
to joln them with a large army. The same he-
llef prevalls among the natives at Manila and
elsewhere that Aguinaldo intends to make his
headquarters in Cavité Province.

There are three thousand Insurgents hefore
Imus and Bacoor, keeping the Americans gleep-
Ing on thelr arms and nightly awalting attack,
The Filipinos have several eannon. The first
Mayor of Imus under the Amerlean régime, who
ultimately deserted, Is thelr leader in the ae-
faults, and I8 ambitious to take the town, Thres
soldlers of the 4th Infantry have deserted, and
are now with the enemy. Most of the inhabi-
tants of Imus are so strong In thelr sympathles
with the Ineurgents that It 1s necessary to use
a part of the regilment to patrol the streets and
to prevent shooting from houses whenever an
attack hegins.

HUNTING DOWN REBEL RBANDS.

The American forces In the north have sepa-
rated into many small cormmands and are pur-
suing hands of Fillpinos. General MacArthur
15 engaged In clearing the mountain eountry
west of the Manila-Dagupan Hailroad, General
Grant Is moving from Angeles toward Sublg
with four hundred men. Colonel Bell 18 sweep-
ing south from Mangatarem. Thus far the
American commanders have been unable to lo-
eate large bodles of Insurgente, although there
were about five hundred In San Clementine,
nine miles south of Mangatarem, early in the
woerk,

Colonel Hood, with the 1Ath Regiment and
eavalry, and General Lawton, with a force from
fan leldro, are operating against General Pllar's
army in the 8an Mateos Valley,

Major Batchelor, with a battallon of the 24th
Infantry, 18 making a Aaring expedition. He
1eft Bayvombong, Provinee of Nueva Vizcaya, a
week ago to march through Cagavan Valley to
the north coast of Luzon, Intending to reach
Aparrl, at the mouth of Cagayan River, the
meost important northern seaport of the island,
While no large forces are known to be In his
path, it may be that he has had some fighting,
although the friendliness of the Inhabitants Is
counted upnn to help him. When he arrives at
Aparrl he will ind a gunboat awalting him.

The Spanish prisoners In the Benguet reglon
are egcaping from the Filipinos and are flocking
Into Vigan. Several hundred are already there,
and a steamer will go to bring them to Mantla.

The transport Manauense, which arrived here
from San Francisco November 28, after a terri-
ble vovage, was scheduled to start for home to-
day with discharged and slck soldiers. A large
force has heen emploved In repalring her ma-
chinery, but it was impossible to get her in con-
ditlon to leave Manlla to-day, and her departure
wan pestponed until next week. Her captain
has eecured @ crew of Chinese at Hong Kong
to take her to 8an Francleco,

The steamer Rosario, chartered by the Gov-
ernment to bring a load of vattle from the Isl.
and of Mampulugan to IHollp, left Iloilo Monday
and went ashore on the rocks near Mampu-
lugan, Her crew and passengers were saved
and taken to Negros

The transports Olympia and Pennsylvanla ar-
rived to-day,

NATIVE POLICE MUTINY IN NEGROS.

There hag been a muting of native polics in
one of the towna of the island of Negros. An
Amerlean officer was kllled, No particulars
have yvot been recefved,

GENERAL YOUNG REACHES VIGAN,
A FORUCE OF INSURGENTS DRIVEN BACK
BY HIM.

Washington, Dee. T.—To the rellef of the War
Department, General Young has heen heard from
after a week's abgence In the intertor of Luzon,

General Otls this morning sent the following

dispatch:
Manila, December 7.
Gieneral Young reports his arrival at Vigan on
the evening of the Oth, having encountered a
foree of the enemy at Narhacan, twelve miles
gouth of the city, whom he drove to the east-
wara of the same into San Quentin Canyon.
Hig troops are now pressing them back. Coun-
try is axtremely rough and strongly Intrenched.
Abhont six hundred prisoners who escaped re-
ported that the Insurgents allowed all but the
Ameriean and prominent Spanish prisoners to
eecape from Banguset Later the {nsurgents
were driven back into the mountains. Wil send
traneportation, with subsistence and medical
supplies, to Vigan to-morrow to bring the pris-
oners to Manlla, and to supply Young's troaps
with necessary quartermaster's stores, Our cas-
ualties were one killed and twelve wounded,
wounds mostly silght. Enemy left in trenches
iwenty-five dead, n few rifles, several thousand
rounds small ammunitjon and forty shrapnel.
young has sufficlent troops to nieot all difftenl-
1lea,

P
THE SITUATION IN LUZON,
washington, Deec. T.—The War Department
has recelved the following dispateh from Gen-
aral Otz respocting the military sltuation In
Luzon:
Manila, December 5,
In Central Luzon thare is no imsurgent foree of
fmportance exoept in Bulucan Provinee nanr the
mountains, where General Pllay holds together
one thousand or mare men, which will be at-
taeked goon.  General Grant has moved n small
eolumn down the east coast of Bataan Provines,
encountering litth opposition. A eolumn moving
ostward from ghe mountaine iz expected to
g ’ ¢ Luzon on the 10th

rench the western conet of
inst,  Many gmall insurgent armed bands are in

the conntry, yohbing and in game Instances mur-

deripg the Inhahitants, w hieh are being pursued

by troops quite enyeeousfiill To the south f;f
! \ AUrge i aintaln thelr posl-

Manila the insurgents still ma

I:‘nlu,u' but the necessary force to scatter them

| will be gent there soon

-
FOR FILIPINO BOY.

SEARCHING
NTIETH KANSAR RUNS

THE MASCOT OF THE TWHE
AWAY FROM SCHO! &
Dwe. T.—Lieutenant Colin H
pag-tng River with Qeneral
Funston, s in the olty mearching for the litile
Filipino boy who came from Mayla as the an0th
Kansas mascot, Lisutenant Hall took the :'nung
{nsurgent to his home in Bedan for the purposs o
educnting him, but the boy
away day before yeaterday
Ia headad for \\';;-Fln 1
ere satoh will be kept
g:hr:.u‘ﬁ“ |r|‘-- s a remarkably hright lad apﬂik‘:
English a llttle, and shared the h.u:.lan wit
Furston ax an attraction when the Mth Regimant
wnas welcomed home
- ‘_, _____ -
SOCIALISTS MAY HOLD OFFICE.

Den. T.—After a stormy dehate, lasting
two days, on the subject ot the acceptance by M.
ailterand of the portfallo of Minister of ('o_mmlrcn
in the Bourgeois (Cabinet, the Soclalistic Congress
i Aopted 0!
:!I:Jrl Tt rl:r!nm-l "nmh-r certnin clroumstances, b-f il
visable for a Soclalist to mceept such a port ollo,

le, Soclalists should only

hut that, as a general ru
r:lold porte to which they are slected.

el v——
LMETROPOLE. BPECIAL TABLE D'HOTE
;“Il;r kl‘llui‘n,'rl':.mf from 84 p. m. Music, Rnuun-

bR brbeds Kb e

Kansas Clty, Mo,
RBall, who swam the

tor him at Chicago and

Parls,

red of schoo] and ran |
[t is thought that he |
on, and if he is not found |

npromise resolution admitting |

MAZET'S SUDDEN QUITTING

REPORT THAT MOSS'S INTENTION TO
SUBR(ENA PLATT CAUSED IT.

NEITHER MEMBERS NOR COUNSEL WILL
CONFIRM OR DENY THE RUMOR-—
MR. FALLOWS BAY3 HE CAN
GIVE NO MORE TIME TO
THE HEARINGS
The abrupt termination of the Mazet Commit-
tee's investigation on Wednesday was reported
yesterday to have been caused by a deeclslon of
Frank Moss, of the committes's counsel, to call
Senator Thomas C. Platt as a witness. Mr.

not contradiet |t. Members of the committes
avolded direct contradiction of the report, while

catlons of a want of harmony in the committes

counsel were given in conversations with news-
paper men who tried to confirm the report about
Senator Platt,

Mr, Moss, aceording to report, had an under-
standing with Mr. Mazet at the beginning of
the week to hold sessions for taking testimony
on Wednesday, yesterday, to-day and to-mor-
row, and had planned to call Senator Platt as
the chlef witness for to-morrow. The Republi-
can members of the committes were not aware
of the plan to call Senator Platt, It was re-
ported, until they recelved word from Mr. Moss
by mall early on Wednesday morning. If such
announcement was made by Mr, Moss, it might
easlly have explained the absence of s0 many
Republican members of the committes from the
Astor House on Wednesday., They may have
decided that the best way of avolding trouble
with Mr. Moss was to stay away from the ses-
slon. Mr. Mazet took advantage of the lack of
a quorum to announce that no further testi-
mony would be taken by the committee.

Four of the meémbers of the committre—As-
gemhlymen Fallows, Costello, McEwan and Wlil-
son—have been re-elected to the Assembly, and
are organlzation Republicans, who do not wish
to displease Senator Platt. Mr. Mazet, who
was defeated In the slection, has heen too stead-
fast in his allegiance to the organization leader
to go directly contrary tn his wishes. Senator
Platt has heen In Washington thie week, but Is
expected to return to this city to-day. He has
made the members of the committee understand
that he was not willing to give testimeny. If
he had been willing he would have gone upon
the witness stand hefore the eleotion.

MOSS AND MAZET.

Mr. Mazet sald yesterday that he had recelved
peveral letters from Mr. Moss about witnesses,
but he would not talk about a letter which Mr.
Mose sent to him on Wednesday morning. He
declared that thera had not been any Intention
to call Senator Platt as a witness before the
committea. Senator Platt, he sald, had nothing
to do with the stopping of the Investigation.

When Mr. Moss was told what Mr. Mazet had
sald he made the remark: “‘Mr. Mazet must
speak for himself, not for me.”

Assemblyman Fallows appeared to be rather
dlsgusted last night at the manner in which the
Mazet Committee hids fair to wind up [ta career,
He was at the Hotel Cadillac with his wife and
some friends, and was seen in company with As-
semblymen MoEwan and Costelin, of the com-
mittes, at 1130 a'clock by a Tribune reporter,
to whom he sald:

“Mr. Mosa's alleged desire to have the com-
mittes meet this week or at all hereafter for the
hearing of testimony was a great surprise to
me. Omn Tuesday, November 28, T had a conver-
satlon with Mr, Mazet in the committee rooms,
He assured me that the meeting on the follow-
ing day would be the last, and {t was so under-
gtond hy the committeemen present, He sug-
gested that 1 should preside, as he wanted to
go with his wife on a visit to spend Thanksglv-
ing Day out of town. 1 consented hecause 1 un-
derstond It to he the last meeting. The com-
mittes, and not the pald counsel of the com-
mittes, has the right to arrange the sittings of
the committee. T am satisfied that Mr. Mazet
had no knowledge of Mr, Moss's plans.

“To your knowledge, was Senator Platt about
to be subpanaed by Mr, Moss?"

“1 know absolutely nothing about euch an in-
tention on the part of Mr. Moss, Tt strikes me,
however, that f Mr. Mos=s wanted Senator Platt
as & witness the time to call him was before he
want to Washington. He had plenty of time he-
fore Congresa assembled. Now Senator Piatt
ls attending to his official duties In Washington,
and toeall him as a witness at thig time might
lonk somewhat strange to some people,  Per-
gonally, T eannot give any more time to the com-
mittee, My businsss has suffered on account of
lack of attention. and the short time left between
now and January 1 must be glven to It.”

MOS8 WON'T TALK.

Mr. Moss refused to talk further on the
subject, except to say that he waa ready to do
his duty, and the committee knew he wae ready.
“I am willlng only to say that the committee
knew that I was prepared to sustain the legal
and moral integrity of the Investigation' Mr,

Moss sald.

The Mazet Committee will have an executive
segslon this morning to talk over the prepara-
tlon of a report to the Legislature. Counsel and
members of the committee sald yesterday that
they were not willlng to tell where the mesting
wias to be held, beeause they did not wish to he
disturhed

Regarding
plished by
Moss mald

1 epmsider the work done as most valuable,
1 think this hag been the most meaty Investiga-
tlon New-York City has ever had, I will pre-
pare my report for the committes at ance, and
will plaee 1t before the members. What they
will do ag to the report they will make tn the
Leglglature I cannot say. If they wish my as-
sistance In preparing thelr report they can, of
course, command it. The reports will be ready
by Decomber 25 1 think.

“1 do not care to say anything now ahout the
nature of the reports, I do not think the time
haa arrlved for that, Thers were many things
I wanted to go Into deeper, but of course that
eannat be done now,

“As to the question of contempt proceedings,
that 18 a matter that will have to come before
the Legisiature. 1 know nothing about it

“The work done by the committee exceeds In
volume and Importance, 1 think, that performed
by the Lexow Committes, The testimony and
report of the committee cover about ten thou-
sand pages. while that of the Lexow rovered
about seven thousand

“The intention of the committee was to test
| the new charter and the present eystem of
municlpal government. It has shown many
eonditions that should be changed, and has
given Information on many points that have
kitherto heen ohscured.”

Chalrman Odell of the Republican State Com-
mittes, who had been with Senator Platt In
Wwashington and left there on Wedneaday, sald
Jast evening at the Fifth Avenue Hotel that
gSenator Platt had not been aware of any plan to
call him a# a witness before the Mazet Commit-
tee. 1 knew before 1 went to Washington that
there would be no mare public sesslons of the

has heen accom-
committee, Mr.

waork that
investigating

the
the

who talked with Mr. Odell at the hotel said that
Mr. Moss had undertaken to et himself up as
a boss of the committes and had made plans
for the close of testimony which the committes
did not like. The result was a sudden stopping
of the Investigation
——— i
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ASTORIA COMPANY'S GRANT.

LAND BOARD TAKES FAVORABLE ACTION—
NEW-YORK CITY MAY CONTEST
IT IN THE COURTS.

[BY TRLEGRAPH TO THE TRIRUNE.]

Albany, Dec. 7.~The proposition of John T. Me-
Donough, Secretary of State, that the State au-
thorities should only lease for brief perfods, and
never sell, the valuahle lands under water about
New-York Harbor has been defeated, temporarily
at least. To-day the Land Board, of which he ls a
member, granted sixteen and one-half acres of land
under water at Berrlan [sland, Astoria, to the
Astorda Light, Heat and Power Company of New-
York. This company, as ls well understood, deslgns

| to construct glgantlc gns works on the mainland at

Moss would not confirm the report and he would |

declaring that there had been no intentlon to |

force Senator Platt Into the witness chair. Indl- | Tepresented by two of Its members before the Land

and of conflict between the committee and its |

| Governor Roosevelt,

committes,” Mr. Odell said. Other Republicans |

Herrian lsland and send gas from that locatlon
by means of a tunnel, to bhe constriucted under the
Fast River, to gas companles In New-York., The
firm of Tracy, Boardman & Platt has had the
management of the applieation of the Astoria
Light, Heat and Power Company here, and was

Bonard to-day, who were naturally pleased over the
result of thelr work,

The value of the land to be sold to the Astoris
Light, Heat and Power Company had been ap-
prafsed at $3.506 50, or at the rate of $200 an acra
It 18 reported here that certain land under water
ahout New-York Harbor i worth 520000 an acre.
Put the Land Hoard to-day apparently had no sus-
pielon that a mistake might have been made In
this appralsement of the land at Astoria as heing
worth only 8200 an acre, for there was little con-
siderntion of this phase of the subject or an at-
tempt made to get larger compensation for the
Btate

The members of the Land Board present were
Lieutenant (lovernor Woodruff, Spenker Nixon of
the Assembly, Secretary of State MeDonough,
Controller Morgan, Attorney Genernl Davies, 8State
Tronstrer Jaeckel and Rtate Englnesr Bond. Their
actlon on the applieation of the Astorla Light,
Heat and Power Company must be approved of by
since he slgns tha patent
which will be lssued to the eorporation, The possi-
ble actton of the Governor on the patent |s of In-
terest, but apparently, judging from the actlon of
the Land Board to-day. Its members think he will
not insist upen the adeptlon of a leasing polley.
The Astorla Light, Heat and Pewer Company was
represented here to-day béfore the Land Board by
James R, 8oley and G. 8, Bonner, of the firm of
Tracy, Boardman & Platt,

There was also present, but merely as a looker
on, Edward J, Freedman, who represented the city
of New-York. Mr, Fresdman stated after the grant
had been made that the city of New-York dlsputad
the right of the Land Board to make It and that
possibly proceedings would be taken In the courts
of Albany County by New-York Clty to enjoin the
Land Board or Gopvernor Roosevelt from issulng
the patent, on the ground that the clty authorities,
by the terme of the New-York City charter, have
the exclusive control of the waterfront lands. —Mr.
Freedman also thought the Land HBoard had not
protected the city's rights in lands at the ends of
streets as it should have done,

When the mpnnngl of the Land Board opened
Beoretary of Btate MeDonough stated that a con-
ference had Leen held with the Governor about
leasing the State's lands under water, but no defi-
nlte concluslon, except that absolute grants should
not bhe made, had been reached. The committes
which had walted upon the Governor, however,
frvored the passage of a resolution declaring that
the Lund Board would hereafter refuse to grant
any lande absolutely, and inslat upon soma reatric-
tions, This would he a return to the practice of
the Land Hoard before 184, He then offered a
resnlution cancelllng a form of patent which pro-
vided for an absolute %ran!. and this resclution
was unanimously adopted,

Tt was nrgued by Controller Morgan that the
land should revert to the State unless it was im-
proved within five vears. In reply, Mr. Sole
pointed out that the company had already expend-
ed $%0,000 on the property. which onght to be a
suMclent guarantee of (tx good falth,

In the end the Land Baard upanimously adopted
the grant appiled for by the Astorla company, with
the provisten: ‘“That unless the fulfiment of the
urposes set forth In the apg'llraftrm and the grant
;;n entered upon in rond faith within five vears this
grant shall be null and vold'™ The date for the
(Jovernor's slghature was writtan December 12, for
the reason that the Oovernor will be in Albany on
that day, and the Land Board wlli aiso he In ses-
=lon, nt whish tlme it {a stated tha firm of Tracy,
Hoardman & Platt will have an apportunity to
suggest amandments to the grant,

2 - .
ARGUMENTS ENDED IN KENTUORY CASE.

DECISION WILL, BE RENDERED TO-MORROW IN
MATTER OF HEARING CONTESTA-LONG
OPINION FEXPECTED

Frunkfort, Kv,, Dec, 7 (Special).—The arguments
In the election cases closed this afternoon with
the two and a half hour speech of Judge Thomas
F. Hargls for the Demoaernts.  He pnld eapeclal at-
tention to the vote of Loulsville, barely touching
on other enses. He sald the voting at Loulsville
wns rendered (legnl by the presence of the militla
and by reason of the Injunctions granted by Judgs
Toney, He declared that should Goehsl be not
seated the case would be carried Into the Legis-
lature.

Om adfourning the Hoard announeced that it would
reconvens when 1t renched and prepared fta de-
riston, which will probably be on Baturday morn-
Ing. ‘The apinlon will be ahout five thousand words
long and will 2o into the detalls of the cases
Fvery authority bearing on the cases will be used
tiv the Board, az It ls determined to be gulded by
the law, hut the trouble with the politicians s that
they ecannot tell just what construction they In-
tend putting on the law.

The Republicans feel that the proposed length of
the dootument Indleates that the Board will glve
the eertificate to Gosahel, Goebel men are here in
larger numbers than ever to-day, and they seem
to think thelr man has the Governorship within
his grasp. It ia stated by one of the Commission-
ers that he will resign as soan ns the decision has
heen rendered, and he Intimates that the other
members of the Board will nlso resign,

Some mountain Republleans still rematn, although
many of them have gonhe home Those who were
arrested and fined for carrying concealed weapons
huve been put to work on the clty chain gang clean-
Ing streets. It 18 not belleved that there will be
any violence, no matter how the Hoard decldes the
olection,  Alexander Humphreys, one of the ar-
taorneys for the Republicang, advises penceable sub-
mission to the mandates of the Board {(f Tayior Is
not seated =

It 1= stated to-night that the Commissioners
will declde In favor of the Hepublican State ticket,
and that their declsion will be rendered to-morrow
afternoon. At u Inte hour to-right they were stil]
working on the deelsion, having begun enrly in
the afternoon

=
BELIEVE TAYLOR WILL GET DECISION.
TWO OF THE COMMISSIONERS BAID TO THINK

THAT CONTESTS CANNOT HE TAKEN UP

Toulsville, Ky., Dwe. 7 i(Speclal)—The SBtate Hoard
of Elvctlon Commi=sioners heard the last nrgument
of the Democeatic eounsal nt the State Capitol this
morning, and announced that a decisfon would be
handed down te-morrow or Saturday, A veluminous
one I8 expoctod, as the Commissioners wish to re.
view the law and the arcuments. From the hest
information possibie to get to-night, it e e llevid
cartain that Taylor will get the certificate, by the
votes of the chalrman, Judge Pryor, and Commis
stoner Ellls,  Commissioner Poyntz makes no pre-
tence of concealing his opinlon, declaring  that
Goebel has won, Commissioners Pryor and Elils
contend that the law 1= plain that the Board can-
not go behind the returns nor hear a contest in
the racs for Governor and Lisutenant-(jovernor.
']‘rro-)- w0 rnr'lml. last vear, As Goebéel Arew the law
they feel the more Imé-r-l.lﬁd 1o obey It

1t {8 sald strong efforts have been mide to in-
flusnce the declslon of the Board, one heing an at-
tempt to secure judgment from the Court of
Appeals that thin ballots, such ns were used In
pome strong Republican counties, are fnvalid. Such
& casc in before the Court of Appeals, and rumor
has it that the decision is rendy, but that the Court
refuses to hand it down st this juncture lest it be
regarded as a politieal expedient. The lower court
which tried the case ruled that the ballots were
tegal. It was reparted this afternoon rhat (Foebe]
had a bitter quarrel with one of his friends who
recommendad the appointment of Cantain KEilis, he-
canse the friend could not control Ellis’s opinion,

1t Is now genarally conceded that the dectsion
of the commission will be accepted and no contest
made befors the Legislature.

e — -
THE CONSPIRACY TRIALS.

Parls, Dec. T.—In the Senata sitting ns a High
Court to-day. M. Blanc, the former Prefect of
Pollce, testifled that M. Dérouldde and M. Guérin
recelved money from the Royallsts, at which M
Guérin vehemently protested, and asked M. Blane
to glve Instances of such payments. The witness
thersupon admitted that he only possessed moral

proofs.

The
fied that the Investigations he had made convinced

him that the three leagten acted in concert in
their demonstrations. wlu:h_ he added, were very
Glnmul. as arms had been found on the demons
stra

| gtvide Lieutenant Herron's guldes

former Prefect of Pollee, M. Lepine, testl- |

CURRENCY BILL’'S OUTLOOK

PASSAGE BY THE HOUSE EXPECTED
NEXT WEEK.

REAL CONTEST TO OCCUR IN THE SENATB:
FINANCE COMMITTEE-COMMITTER

ON RULES APPOINTED.
[nY TELEGRAPI TO TIHE TRIRUNE.]

Washington, Dee. T—The faflure of the Res
publican and Demacratlc managers in the House
of Representatives to agree on a limit of de-
bate on the Currency bill, followed by the
Speaker’s appolntment of a Committee on
Rules, foreshadows the passage of the Republl-
can Cauens Committer’s Currency bill by the
end of the coming week. The Rules Committes
will report a resolution to-morrow calling up
the curreney measure for immediate considera-
tlon, and fixing a vote for some day In the near
future. The debate in the House will be com=
paratively brief, for the Republican side has
already settled all differences In caucus, and
the minority can offer only a perfunctory op=
position, The House bill will go to the Senate
Committes on Finanee, and the real struggie
to pass a satisfactory currency measure will
then begin. The Republican leaders in the up=-
per houge do not expect to take up the pending
Aldrich bl untll some time In January, and
the debate on It will run for at least five of
elx weeks,

The Speaker's cholee of collragues for service
on the Rules Committee surprised no one. Mr.
Dalzell, of Pennsylvania, was second to Mr
Henderson on the same committee In the last
Congress, and Mr. Grosvenor was clearly the.
most avallable other Republican for the vacancy
created by Mr. Reed's retirement and General
Henderson's promotion to the Speaker's chair
Mr. Richardson was entitled to the ranking
minority place by virtue of his recent choles
for the minorlty leadership, while Mr. Balley
merely retalns the committes assignment he
has filled for the last two Congresses. The new
Rules Committes {8 therefore an evenly bals
anced and thoroughly representative one, '

The session of the House lasted only half an

hour to-day, Mr. Overstreet, in charge of the
Currency bill, attempted to secure an agree=
ment for its consideration next week, but Mr.
Richardson, the minority leader, rejected all
proposals, on the ground that a bill so Impor-
tant as this should go through the regular
channels. The SBpeaker thereupon appointed the
Committes on Rules, which {3 to {nclude him=
gelf, Mr. Dalzell, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Grosve-
nar, of Ohlo; Mr. Richardson, of Tennessee, and
Mr. Balley, of Texas. They will hold a meeting
to-morrow, and decide upon a rule for the
limits of the dehate.
e e

WOOD MAY BE GOVERNOR OF CUBA.

LIKELY TO SUCCEED GENERAL BROOKE,
WHO I8 TO RETURN HOME,

Washington, Dec. T.—Gengral Leonard Wood
had a conference with the Secretary of War toe
day regarding his future. While they had noth
ing to say for publication as to the conclusions
reached, It {8 understonod that General Wood is
to be the next Governor of Cuba, succeeding
General Brooke, who will return to the United
States. It ls expected that the military force In
Cuba will be greatly reduced in the near future,
g0 that while General Wood will, by commands
ing the troops remaining, be a Mlilitary Gove
ernor, there will be o lttle left of the military

establishment that his office will be much more '
civil than military In fact The reduction in
tores will enable the War Department to with-
Adraw some or perhaps all of the general officers
of the Regulars now In Cuba.

e

LLOSS OF LIFE IN A FACTORY FIRE.

HUNDREDS OF GIRLS IN PERIL AND ONN
BURNED TO DEATH AT READING, PENN,

Reading, Penn., Dec. T (8peclal).—Loulss
Clay was burned to death and the lives of six
hundred others were imperilled here to-day by
a fire In the hoslery factory of Nolde & Herst
Fully slxty were injured, some eo badly that
they may die.

There were many narrow escapes from the
impending danger. The employes eay that It
was the custom to lock the outer doors of the.
factory after all the employes were In, also
that there were wire sereeps at the windows
on the third floor where they worked, and these
were nalled fast, except where the flre cscapes
were situated, and thers the screens could be
pushed up and taken out,

The flames broke out In what is known as the
singelng room, where an explosion of gasolene
set fire to the woodwork. From there |t spread
with great rapldity to other parts of the fae-
tory, The bullding was 100 by 400 feet in size,
four storieg high, and about gix hundred girls
were employved,

The girls were at once thrown into & panie.
Some ran for the windows, but most of them
were covered with wire scresning., Others made
for the roof and the fire escapes, the ladders of
wkich were up. Consequently the frightened
girle could not reach the ground at once, The
1adders were finally placed in position, but this
took eonsiderahle time, and the girls could not
wait for that. First one jumped to the ground
and then andther. Those in the rear forced for-
ward those already on the fire escapes, and
those huddled in front were obliged to jump,

and they almost fell over each ather. Caba, .
ambulances and other vehicles took the injured
away.

Aénumbor were rescued from the roof by
tadders brought from wherever they could be
found. A number of men, as soon as the dan-
gerous condition of the girls was Known, se=
cured feather beds and quilts, which they used
as 1ife saving nets, into which the girls jumped.
Neighbors took the injured in until they eould
Lo removad ta thelr homes. The scenes attend-
ing the junfping for life were the maost thrilling
seen in this city. Many girls were In such a
mental state that they eould not be controlled,
All were in great distress, and thelr screams and
pitiful eries could be heard a long distance.
Fire and smoke drove them in all directions and
spread the excitement

Almost (nstantly after the breaking out of
the fire the entire bullding was filled with smoke.
Then the fire extended from one floor to an-
other, shooting up the elevator whafts, and In &
brief time the nterlor of the factory resembled
a flery furnace, and the flames rose for at least
a hundred feet above the burning structure,
The bullding was destroyed In a short time.

The loss on the bullding was S300 (00, and the
insurance was $150,000,
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MAY BE LOST IN ALASKA.

OF LIBUTENANT HERRON'S
EXPLORING PARTY, WHICH WENT IN JUNB
Beattle, Wash., Dec. 7 (Speciali.—Great apprehens

afon has been cpused In Army circles by the faot

that returning steamers from ook Inlet and Bt

Michaels have brought nn tidings of the missing:

Herron party of explorers in Alagka. In June last

Lieutenant Joseph B IHerron, Sth Cavalry, United

States Army, led a party of twelve men, including

thres Indian guides, on an expedition of the Sushits

na River, and thence by way of the Yeino River te
the head waters of the Tanana.

Omn the steamer Duchesnay Lieutenant Herron's
party was taken to the upper waters of Sushitne
in June, with orders to proceed to the Tanana and
thence 1o the mouth of that stream and down the
Yukon to St. Michaels. When he reac the
deserted him,
leaving the lttle party In an untracked une
mapped wilderness. It Ix feared that the party ot
fnto the Kuskokwim Valley b; mistake and came
ot on B—hrln" sen, remote from settlements ef

nes
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